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TALISMAN CENTRE CELEBRATES 25 YEARS IN THE COMMUNITY, JANUARY 23

Calgary, Alberta Ð Beginning in January 2008, Talisman Centre will be celebrating its 25th anniversary, and weÕre 
inviting all of Calgary to join in the year-long event! On January 23rd, at 11:00 am, you are cordially invited to attend 
our spectacular 80Õs themed press conference and launch party. 

Back in 1983, Calgary was getting ready to host the third Western Canada Summer Games, but needed a facility 
that could accommodate the many athletes coming to participate, as well as provide a sport and wellness centre for 
Calgarians into the future. The facility that would one day become Talisman Centre was built. It was called Lindsay 
Park then, named after Neville Lindsay, a wealthy Calgary doctor and prominent citizen in the late 19th and early 
20th Centuries.

Dr. Lindsay served as an alderman on CalgaryÕs Þrst town council in 1884 and upon his retirement from medicine, 
began to acquire land in the area that would eventually be home to Talisman Centre. Although Talisman Energy gen -
erously purchased the naming rights to the facility in 2002, the adjacent Park and the Wellness Centre inside still 
bear LindsayÕs name. Talisman Centre continues to be owned by the City of Calgary and managed by the Lindsay 
Park Sports Society, a not-for-proÞt society comprised of twenty volunteer members.

Calgary has grown a lot since 1983, and so has Talisman Centre. In its Þrst year of operation, Talisman Centre re-
corded 35,000 visitors. With the expansion of the two new buildings completed in 2003, the facility can now ac -
commodate upwards of one and a half million visitors annually, and regularly sees four or Þve thousand visitors in a 
single day! In fact, it has become the second most widely visited multi-sport facility in all of North America, which is 
a reßection of the innovative programming and state-of-the-art amenities the Centre offers. Talisman Centre now 
includes Þve gymnasiums, two running tracks, four pools, a dive tank, a steam room and 25,000 square feet of car -
dio and weight training space, as well as 14,000 square feet for physiotherapy and sport medicine and several board 
rooms. ItÕs not uncommon to see Olympic athletes training right alongside regular citizens at Talisman Centre, as 
more than 200 of CanadaÕs Olympic, Paralympic and World medalists have trained there.

ÒWe have some very exciting celebrations planned for our anniversary,Ó says Robin Mitchell, President and Chief 
Operating OfÞcer of Talisman Centre. ÒThroughout the year, weÕll be highlighting some of the countless stories of 
professional, high-performance athletes, aspiring future athletes and inspired Calgarians who have achieved suc -
cess through training at Talisman Centre.Ó Mitchell adds, ÒKeep your eyes open for special Ô1983 pricingÕ deals, 
among many other special events and incentives. We want to remind Calgary that Talisman Centre belongs to them, 
and weÕre here to help everyone, regardless of age or Þtness level, discover what they can do.Ó 

Calgary Mayor Dave Bronconnier is excited about Talisman CentreÕs upcoming anniversary celebrations. ÒTalisman 
Centre is a valuable City of Calgary asset that Calgarians can be proud to call their own. On behalf of the city, I 
commend Talisman Centre on its important position within the community, and IÕm looking forward to seeing what 
they have in store for the next twenty Þve years.Ó

Talisman Centre, with its distinctive tent-like roof, has become one of CalgaryÕs most identiÞable landmarks. Help us 
celebrate this milestone in our history and CalgaryÕs history. It will be a party you wonÕt want to miss!
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